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G A 1. vi. 14. 


But God forbid that I ſhould glory, ſave in the croſs of 
our Lord Feſus Chriſt, by whom the world is crucffied 
unto me, and 1 unto the world. 


Ir is an old and uſeful obſervation, that many of 
the moſt excellent objects in the world, are objects 
whoſe excellency does not appear at firſt view; as on 
the other hand, many things of little yalue appear more 
excellent at firſt than a nearer view diſcovers them 
to be. There are ſomethings we admire becauſe we do 
not know them, and the more we know them, the leſs 
we admire them. There are other things we deſpiſe 
through ignorance, becauſe it requires pains and applica- 
tion to diſcover their beauty and excellency. 

This holds true in nothing more than in that glorious 
deſpiſed object mentioned in the text. There is nothing 
the world is more divided about in its opinion, than this. 
To the one part it is altogether contemptible, to the o- 
ther it is altogether glorious. The one part of the world 
wonders what attractives others find in it; and the other 
part wonders how the reſt of the world are ſo ſtupid 
as not to ſee them; and are amazed at the blindneſs of 
others, and their own former blindneſs. 

It is ſaid of the famous reformer Melancton, when he 
firſt ſaw the glory of this object, at his converſion, he 

imagined he could eaſily, by plain perſuaſion, conyince 
| A 2 ; 
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others of it: that the matter being ſo plain, and the e- 
vidence ſo ſtrong, he did not ſee how on a fair repreſen- 
tation any could ſtand out againſt it. But upon trial, he 
Was forced to expreſs himſelf with regret, that old A- 
dam was too ſtrong for young Melancton, and that hu- 

man corruption was too ſtrong for human perſuaſion, 
without divine grace. 

The true uſe we ſhould make of this, is certainly to 
apply for that enlightening grace to ourſelves,. which the - 
apoſtle Paul prays for in the behalf of the Epheſians, 
Eph. i. 17. That the God of our Lord Jeſus Chriſl—may: 
give us the ſpirit of wiſdom, and revelation in the know- 
{edge of him. But as here, and in other caſes, prayers and 
means ſhould be joined together ; ſo one of the princi-- 
pal means of right knowledge of the principal object of 
our faith, and ground of our hope, is to meditate on the 
glory of that object, aſſerted fo ſtrongly in this text, 
and that by one who formerly had as diminitive thoughts 
of it as any of its enemies can have. 
In the verſes preceding the text, the apoſtle tells the- 
Galatians, what ſome falſe teachers among them-gloried. 
in; here he tells what he gloried in himſelf. They glo- 
ried in the old ceremonies of the Jewiſh law, which were 
but ſhadows ; he gloried in the cr9/5 of Chriſt, the ſub- 
{tance : He knew it was an affront to the ſubſtance, to 
continue theſe ſhadows in their former force, aſter the: 
ftubſtance itſelf appeared, therefore he regrets that prac- 
tice, with zeal, and at the ſame time confines his own. 
glorying to that bleſſed object which the ſhadows were 
deſigned to ſignify. Cod forbid that I ſhould glory, ſave 
in the croſs of Chriſt, &c. _ 

Here the apoſtle ſhews us, both his high eſteem of the 
erols of Chriſt, and the powerful influence of it upon his 
- mirid. The croſs of Chriſt ſignifies in Scripture ſome- 
times our ſufferings for Chriſt, ſometimes his ſuffering 
for us. As the latter is the chief, and the moſt natural 
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ſenſe of the words, ſo there is reaſon to think it is tlie 
ſenſe of the apoſtle here: 'This is the ſenſe of the ſame 
expreſſion, in the 12th verſe of this chapter, which 
ſpeaks of perſecution (that is our ſuffering) for the croſs 
of Chriſt, i. . the doctrine of Chriſt's croſs : Beſides, 
it is certain that it is not our ſufferings, but Chriſt's ſuf- 
ferings, which we are chiefly to glory in, to the exclu- 
ſion of other things; and it is not the former chiefly, 
but the latter, that mortifies our corruptions, and cruci- 
fies the world to us. 

The croſs of Chriſt -may ſignify here, not only his 
death, but the whole of his humiliation, or all the ſuf- 
ferings of his life and death; of which ſufferings, the 
croſs was the conſummation : The apoſtle both here and 
elſewhere, mentions the croſs, to remind us of the man- 
ner of his death, and to ſtrengthen in our minds thoſe 
impreſſions which the condeſcenſion of that death had 
made, or ought to have made in them: That the author 
of liberty ſhould ſuffer the death of a ſlave; the fountain 
of honour, the height of diſgrace ; that the puniſhments 
which were wont to be inflicted upon the meaneſt per- 
| ſons for the higheſt offences, ſhould be inflicted on the 


greateſt perſon that could ſuffer : This is the object that 
the apoſtle gloried in. 


There are not two things more oppoſite, than glory 
and ſhame ; here the apoſtle joins them together: The 


croſs in itſelf is an object full of ſhame in this caſe it ap- 
peareth to the apoſtle full of glory : It had been leſs re- 
markable, had he only ſaid, he gloried in his Redeem- 
er's exaltation after he left the world, or in the glory he 
had with the Father, before he came to it, yea, before 
the world was. But the object of the apoſtle's glorying 
is the Redeemer, not only conſidered in the higheſt ſtate 
of honour and dignity, but even viewed in the loweft 
circumſtances of diſgrace and ignominy, not only as a 
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powerful and exalted, but as a condemned and crucified 
Saviour. 

Glorying, ſignifies the higheſt degree of eſteem: the 
croſs of Chriſt was an object of which the apoſtle had 
the moſt exalted ſentiments, and the moſt profound ve- 
neration; this yeneration he took pleaſure to avow be- 
fore the world, and. was- ready to 'publiſh on all occa- 
fions : This. object ſo. occupied his heart, and engroſſed 
his affections, that it left no room for any thing elſe ; he 
gloried: in nothing elſe; and as he telleth us in other pla- 
ces, He counted every thing elſe but loſs and dung, and 
would know nothing elſe, and was determined about it. 
1 Cor. ii. 2. 

The manner of expreſſing his eſteem of this ; object has. 
a remarkable force and vehemence in it. God,forbid, or 
let it by no means happen; as if he had ſaid, God for- 
bid, whatever others do, that. ever it ſhould be ſaid, 
that Paul the old perſecutor ſhould glory in any thing 
« elfe, but in the cruciied Redeemer :. who plucked him 
« as a brand out of the fire, when he was running far- 
ther and farther into it; and who purſued. him with. 
% mercy and kindneſs, when he was purſuing him and 
his members, with. fierceneſs. and. cruelty. 1 did it 
« through ignorance (and. it is only through ignorance- 
« that any deſpiſe him); he has now revealed himſelf 
eto me, and God forbid that the light that met me ncar- 
© Damaſcus, ſhould ever go out of my mind; it was a. 
« light full of glory, the object it diſcovered was all 
« glorious, my all in all, and God forbid that I ſhould: 
„glory in any thing elle.” 

His eſteem of that bleſſed ob!<&t was great, and its in- 
fluence on him proportionable : By it the world was cru- 
cified to him, and he was crucihed to the world; here 
is a mutual crucifixion. His eſteem of Chriſt was the 
cauſe why the world deſpiſed him, and was deſpiſed by. 
him; not that the croſs: made him hate the men of the 
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world, or refuſe the lawful enjoy ments of it. It allowed! 
him the uſe of the latter, and obliged him to love the 
former; but it crucified theſe corruptions, which are 
contrary both to the love of our neighbour, and the true 
enjoyment of the creatures. This is called fighting, war- 
ring, wreſtling, and killing. The reaſon is, becauſe we 
ſhould look upon fin as our greateſt enemy, the greateſt 
enemy of our ſouls, and of the Saviour of our ſouls. This 
was the view the apoſtle had of ſin, and of the corrup- 
tion that is in the world through Juſt (2 Pet. i. 4,). He 
looked upon it as the murderer of his Redeemer, and 
this inſpired him with a juſt reſentment againſt it; it 
filled him with theſe bleſſed. paſſions againſt it mentioned 
by himſelf, 2 Cor. vii. 11. as the native fruits of faith, 
and repentance, zeal, indignation, revenge; that is, ſuch, 
a deteſtation of ſin, as was joined with the moſt careful 
watchfulneſs againſt it. | 
This is that crucifying of the world, meant by the a- 
poſtle; the reaſon of the expreſſion is, becaule the inor- 
dinate love of worldly things is one of the chief ſources 
of ſin ;.the croſs of Chriſt gave ſuch a happy turn to the 
apoſtle's affections, that the world was no more the ſame 
thing to him, that it was to others, and that it had been 
formerly to himſelf. His ſoul was ſick of its pomp ; and 
the things he was. moſt fond of before, had now loſt 
their reliftk- with him ;. its honours appeared now con- 
temptible, its riches poor, its pleaſures nauſeous ; its ex- 
amples and favours did not allure, nor its hatred. terriſy 
him; he conſidered the love or hatred of men, not chief- 
ly as it affected. him, but themſelves, by furthering or 
hindering the ſucceſs of his doctrine among them; all 
theſe things may be included in that cruciſying of the 


world, mentioned in the laſt clauſe of the verſe : But 
the intended ground of the diſcourſe being the firſt clauſe,. 


the doctrine to be inſiſted on is this: 
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hat the croſs of Chriſt aftords to ſinners matter of 
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glory ing above all other things: Yea, that it is in a man- 
ner, the only thing they ſhould glory in: The whole hu- 
miliation of Chriſt, and particularly his death for the 
ſake of ſinners, is an object that has ſuch incomparable 
glory in it, that it becomes us to have the moſt honour- 
able and exalted thoughts of it.” As this is evidently 
contained in the text, ſo it is frequently ineuleated on 
us in other ſcriptures, (2 Cor. iv. 6. 2 Cor. tii.18. 2 
Cor. 1. 19, and 24.) it is plain that when the ſcriptures 
ſpeak of the glory of God, in the face of ſeſus Chriſt, 
it is meant chiefly of his glory in the face of Chriſt cru- 
cified; that is, in the work of Redemption finiſhed on 
the croſs, 

In diſcourſing on this ſubject, it will be proper firſt to 
conſider briefly what it is to glory in any object; and 
then what ground of glorying we have in this bleſſed ob- 
ject, propoſed in the text. | 

To glory in any object includes theſe two things 
firſt, a high eſteem of it, and then ſome concern in it. 
We do not glory in the things we are intereſted in un- 
leſs we eſteem them? nor in the things we admire and 


eſteem unleſs we are ſome way interefted in them. But 


although all profeſling Chriſtians are ſome way concern- 
ed to glory in the croſs of Chriſt, becauſe of their out- 
ward relation to him, by their baptiſmal covenant, and 
becauſe the bleſſed fruits of his croſs are both plainly re- 
vealed, and freely offered to them; yet it is thoſe only 
who have ſincerely embraced thoſe offers that can truly 
glory in that object. Yet what is their privilege 1s the 
duty of all; all ſhould be exhorted to glory in this ob- 
ject, and to have a high eſteem of it; becauſe of its ex- 


cellency in itſelf, to fix their hearts in it by faith, be- 


cauſe it is offered to them; to ſhew their eſteem of it, by 
ſeeking an intereſt in it; and having a due efteem of it; 
and obtained an intereſt in it, to ſtudy a frame of habi- 
tual triumph in it, But the nature of this happy frane 


8 
of mind is beſt mon by conſidering the glory ef 
the object of it. 

The ancient prophets who fortell Chriſt's coming, ap- 
pear tranſported: with the view of his glory. Not only 
the New Teſtament bur alſo the Old, repreſents the Meſ- 
ſlas as. the moſt remarkable and moſt honourable perſon, 
that ever appeared on the ſtage of the world: It {peaks 
of him as a glorious Governor, a Prince, a King, a 
Conqueror ; beſides other magnificent titles of the greateſt 
dignity, ſhewing that his government ſhould be extenſive 
and everlaſting, and that his glory ſhould fill the whole 
earth. Bu, while the prophets: foretell his greatneſs, 
they foretell alſo his meanneſs; they ſhew indeed he was 
to be a glorious king, but a king who would be rejected 
and deſpiſed of men : And that after all the great ex- 


pectation the world would have of him, he was to paſs 


over the {tage of the world diſregarded and unobſerved, 
excepting as to the malicious treatment he was to meet 
with on it. : 

About the time of his coming the Jews were big with 
| hopes of him as the great deliverer, and chief ornament 
of their nation. And if hiſtory. may be credited, even 
the heathens had a notion about that time, which poſſi - 
bly was derived from the Jewiſh- prophecies, that there 
was a prince of unparalleled glory to riſe in the eaſt, 
and even i Judea in particular, who was to found a kind 
of univerial monarchy. But their vain hearts, like thoſe 
of moſt men, in all ages, were ſo intoxicated with the 
admiration. of worldly pomp,. that that was the only 
greatneſs they had: any notion or reliſh of; this made 
them form a picture of him, who was the deſire of all 
nations, very unlike the original. 

A king which the world admires, is one of extenſive 
power, with numerous armies, a golden crown and ſcep- 
tre, a throne of ſtate, magnificent palaces, ſumptuous 
feaſts, many attendants of high rank ; immenſe treaſures 
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glorying above all other things: Vea, that it is in a man- 
ner, the only thing they ſhould glory in: The whole hu- 
miliation of Chriſt, and particularly his death for the 
ſake of ſinners, is an object that has ſuch incomparable 
glory in it, that it becomes us to have the moſt honour- 
able and exalted thoughts of it.” As this is evidently 
contained in the text, ſo it is frequently ineuleated on 
us in other ſcriptures, (2 Cor. iv. 6. 2 Cor. iil. 18. 2 
Cor. i. 19, and 24.) it is plain that when the ſcriptures 
ſpeak of the glory of God, in the face of [eſus Chriſt, 
it is meant chiefly of his glory in the face of Chriſt cru- 
cified; that is, in the work of Redemption finiſhed on 
the croſs, 

In diſcourſing on this ſubject, it will be proper firſt to 
conſider briefly what it is to glory in any object ; and 
then what ground of glorying we have in this bleſſed ob- 
ject, propoſed in the text. 

To glory in any object includes theſe two things 
firſt, a high eſteem of it, and then ſome concern in it. 
We do not glory in the things we are intereſted in un- 
leſs we eſteem them? nor in the things we admire and 
eſteem unleſs we are ſome way intereſted in them. But 
although all profeſſing Chriſtians are ſome way concern- 
ed to glory in the croſs of Chriſt, becauſe of their out- 
ward relation to him, by their baptiſmal covenant, and 
becauſe the bleſſed fruits of his croſs are both plainly re- 
vealed, and freely offered to them; yet it is thoſe only 
who have ſincerely embraced thoſe offers that can truly 
glory in that object. Yet what is their privilege is the 
duty of all; all ſhould be exhorted to glory in this ob- 
ject, and to have a high eſteem of it; becauſe of its ex- 
cellency in itſelf, to fix their hearts in it by faith, be- 
cauſe it is offered to them; to ſhew their eſteem of it, by 
ſeeking an intereſt in it; and having a due eſteem of it; 
and obtained an intereſt in it, to ſtudy a frame of habi- 
tual triumph in it. But the nature of this happy frane 
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of mind is beſt underſtood, by conſidering the glory ef 
the object of it. 

The ancient prophets who fortell Chriſt's coming, ap- 

Pear tranſported: with the view of his glory. Not only 
the New Teſtament but alſo the Old, repreſents the Meſ- 
fias as. the moſt remarkable and moſt honourable perſon, 
that ever appeared on the ſtage of the world : It ſpeaks 
of him: as a glorious Governor, a. Prince, a King, a 
Conqueror ; beſides other magnificent titles of the greateſt 
dignity, ſhewing that his government ſhould be extenſive 
and everlaſting, and that his glory ſhould fill the whole 
earth. But, while the prophets foretell his-greatneſs, 
they foretell alſo his meanneſs; they ſhew indeed he was 
ro be a glorious king, but a king who would be rejected 
and deſpiſed of men : And that after all the great ex- 
pectation the world would have of him, he was to pals. 
over the ſtage of the world diſregarded and unobſerved, 
excepting as to the malicious treatment he was to meet 
with on it.. 
About the time of his coming the 3 big with 
hopes of him as the great deliverer, and chief ornament 
of their nation. And if hiſtory may be credited, even 
the heathens had a notion about that time, which poſſi- 
bly was derived from the [ewiſh- prophecies, that there 
was a prince of unparalleled: glory to riſe in the eaſt, 
and even in Judea in particular, who was to: found a kind 
of univerſal monarchy.. But their vain hearts, like thoſe 
of moſt men, in all ages, were ſo intoxicated with the 
admiration. of worldly pomp,. that that was the only 
greatneſs they had: any notion or reliſh. of; this made 
them form a. picture of him, who was the deſire of. all 
nations, very unlike the original. 

A king which the world admires, is one of extenſive 
power, with numerous armies, a golden crown and ſcep- 
tre, a throne of ſtate, magnificent palaces, ſumptuous 
| feaſts, many attendants of bigh rank; immenſe treaſures 
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to enrich them with, and various poſts of honour to pre- 
ter them to. 
Here was the reverſe of all this; for a crown of gold, 
a crown of thorns ; for a ſceptre, a reed put in his hand; 
in deriſion ; for a throne, a crols ; inſtead of palaces, not 
a place to lay his head in; inſtead of ſumptuous feaſts to 
others, oft times hungry and thirſty himſelf; inſtead 
of great attendants, a company of poor fiſhermen ; in- 
ſtead of treaſures to give them, not money enough to pay 
tribute, without working a miracle; and the preferment 
offered them was to give each of them his croſs to bear. 
In all things the reverſe of worldly greatneſs from firſt 
to laſt; a manger for a cradle at his birth, not a place to 
lay his head ſometimes in his life, nor a grave of his own 
at his death, | 

Here unbelief frets and murmurs, and aſks, Where is 
all the glory, that is ſo much extolled? For diſcovering 
this faith needs only look through that thin vail of fleſh, 
and under that low diſguiſe appears the Lord of Glory, 
the King of kings, the Lord of hoſts, ſtrong and mighty. 
[ Pſal. xxiv. 8.] The Lord mighty in battle; the heavens 
nis throne, the earth his footſtool, the light his garments, 
the clouds his chariots, the thunder his voice, his ſtrength 
omnipotence, his riches all ſufficiency, his glory infinite, 
his retinue the hoſts of heaven, and the excellent ones of 
the earth, on whom he beſtows riches unſearchable, an in- 
heritance incorruptible, banquets of everlaſting joys, and 
preferments of immortal honour, making them kings and 
Prieſts unto God, conquerors, yea and more than con- 
querors, children of God, and myſtically one with him- 
ſelf. 5 | oy 

Here appears ſomething incomparably above all world- 
ly glory, though under a mean diſguiſe. But the objec- 
tion is ſtill againſt that diſguiſe; yet even that diſguiſe, 
upon due conſideration, will appear to be ſo glorious, 
that its very meanneſs is honourable : It was a glorious 
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Aiſguiſe, becauſe the deſigns and eſſects of it are ſo: 

he ſuffered ſhame, poverty, pain, ſorrows, and death, 
or a time, it was that we might not ſuffer theſe things 
for ever. That meanneſs therefore was glorious, becauſe 
it was ſubſervient unto an infinitely glorious deſign of 
love and mercy. 

It was ſubſervient more ways than one; it ſatisfied the 
penalty of the law; it put unſpeakable honour on the 
commandments of it. It was a part of Chriſt's deſign 
to make holineſs (that is, obedience to the law) ſo ho- 
nourable, that every thing elſe ſhauld be contemptible in 
compariſon of it. Love of worldly greatneſs, is one of 
the principal hinderances of it.: We did not need the ex- 
ample of Chriſt to commend earthly grandeur to us, but 
very much to reconcile us to the contrary, and to make 
us eſteem holineſs, though accampanied with meannels : 
Chriſt's low eſtate was an excellent. mean for this end. 
There was therefore greatneſs, even in his meanneſs. O- 
ther men are honourable by their ſtation, but Chriſt's 
ſtation was made honourable by him ; he has made po- 
verty and meanneſs, joined with holineſs, to be a ſtate 
of dignity. 

Thus, Chriſt's outward meanneſs, that diſguiſed his 
real greatneſs, was in itſelf glorious, becauſe of the de- 
lign of it: yet that meanneſs did not wholly becloud it; 
many beams of glory ſhone through it. 

His birth was mean on earth below ; but it was cele- 
brated with hallelujahs by the heavenly hoſt in the air a- 
bove ; he had a poor lodging, but a ſtar lighted viſitants 
to it from diſtant countries. Never prince had ſuch vi- 
ſit ants ſo conducted. He had not the magnific ent equi- 
page that other kings have, but he was attended with 
multitudes of patients, ſeeking and obtaining healing of 
ſoul and body; that was more true greatneſs, than if he 
had been attended with crouds of princes : he made the 
dumb that attended him ſing his praiſes, an d the lame 
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to leap for joy, the deaf to hear his wonders, and the 
blind to ſee his glory: he had no guard of {oldiers, nor 
magnificent retinue of ſervants ; but, as the centurion, 
that had both, acknowledged, health and ſickneſs, life 
and death, tocic · orders from him. Even the winds and 
ſtorms, which no earthly power can controul, obeyed 
lim; and death and the grave durſt not refuſe to deli- 
ver up their prey when he demanded it. He did not 
walk upon tapeſtry, but when he walked on the ſea, the 
waters ſupported him. All parts of the creation, ex- 
cepting ſinful men, honoured him as their Creator. He 
kept no treaſure, but when he had occaſion for money, 
the ſea ſent it to him in the mouth of a fiſh : he had no 
barns nor corn-fields, but when he inclined to make a 
feaſt, a few loaves covered a ſufficient table for many 
thouſands, None of all the monarchs of the world ever 
eave ſuch entertainment. By theſe and many ſuch things 
the Redeemer's glory ſhone through his meanneſs, in the 
ſeveral parts of his life: nor was it wholly clouded at his 
death; he had not indeed that fantaſtic equipage of ſor- 
row that other great perſons have on ſuch occaſions. But 
the frame of nature ſolemnized the death of its author; 
heaven and earth were mourners : the ſun was clad in 
black ; and if the inhabitants of the earth were unmo- 
ved, the earth itſelf trembled under the awful load: there 
were few to pay the Jewiſh compliment of renting their 
garments, but the rocks were not ſo inſenſible; they rent 
their bowels : he had not a grave of his own, but other 
men's graves opened to him. Death and the grave might 
be proud of ſuch a tenant in their territories, but he 
came not there as a ſubject, but as an invader, a con- 
queror; it was then the king of terrors loſt his ſting, 
and on the third day the Prince of life triumphed over 
him, ſpoiling death and the grave. But this laſt parti- 
cular belongs to Chriſt's exaltation; the other inſtances 
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Mew a part of the glory of his humiliation, but it is a 
{mall part of it. 

The glory of the croſs of Chriſt, which we are chiefly 
to cſteem, is the glory of God's infinite perſections diſ- 
played in the work of redemption, as the apoſtle expreſ- 
les it, the Glory of God in the face of Chriſt Feſes, (2 Cor. 
iv. 6. Even of Chriſt erucified, 1 Cor. ii. 2. It is this 
which makes any other object glorious, according as it 
manifeſts more or leſs of the perfections of God. This 
is what makes the works of creation ſo glorious ; the 
heavens declare God's glory, and the Armament, his 
handy.work. And we are inexcuſable for not taking 
more pains to contemplate God's perfections in them, 
his almighty power, and incomprehenſible wiſdom, and 
particularly his infmite goodneſs. But the effects of the 
Divine goodueſs, in the works of creation are only tem- 
poral favours; the fayours purchaſed to us by the croſs 
of Chriſt are eternal. Beſides, although the works of 
creation plainly ſhew that God is in himſelf good; yet 
they alſo. ſhew that God is juſt, and that he is diſpleaſed 
with us for our ſins; nor do they point out to us the 


way bow we may be reconciled to him; They publiſh 


the. Creator's glory, they publiſh at the ſame time his 
laws, and our obligations to obey them. Our conſcien- 
ces tell us we have neglected theſe obligations, violated 
theſe laws, and . conſequently incurred the Lawgiver's 

diſpleaſure : His works declaring his glory, ſhew that in 
his favour is life, and conſequently that in his diſpleaſure 
is death and ruin; yea they lay us in ſome meaſure un- 
der his diſpleaſure already. Why elfe do natural cauſes 
give ſo much trouble, in life, and pain in death ? From 
all quarters the works of God revenge the quarrel of his 
broken law: They give theſe frail bodies ſubſiſtence for 
a time, but it is a ſubſiſtence embittered with many Vexa- 
tions, and at 10 BAT cruſh . and difſolye them in 
N 2 2 
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The face of nature then is glorious in itſelf, but it is 
overcaſt with a gloom of terror to us ; it ſhews the glory 
of the Judge to the criminal; the glory of the offended 
Sovereign to the guilty rebel : This is not the way to 
give comfort and relief to a criminal; it is not the way 
to make him glory and triumph: Accordingly the ene- 
mies of the crofs of Chriſt, who refuſe to know God, o- 
therwiſe than by the works of nature, are fo far from 
glorying in the hopes of enjoying God in heaven, tliat 
they renounce all thoſe great expectations, and generally 
deny that there is any ſuch. bleſſedneſs to be had. Con- 
ſcience tells us, we are rebels againſt God: And nature 
does not ſhew how ſuch rebels may recover his favour; 
how in ſuch a well ordered government as the divine go- 
vernment mult be, the righteous Judge and 'Lawgiver 
may be glorified, and the criminal eſcape; much leſs how 
the Judge may be Fan and the criminal obtain glo- 
ry likewiſe. 

The language of nature, Wen It be pu and loud 
in proclaiming the glory of the Creator, yet it is dark 
and intricate as to his inclination towards guilty crea- 
tures : It neither aſſures peremptorily that we are in a 
ſtate of deſpair, nor gives ſure footing for our hopes. If 
we are favourites, whence ſo many troubles? If we are 
hopeleſs' ine, whence ſo many fayours ? Nature 
thews God's glory, and our ſhame; his law our duty, 
and conſequently our danger: But about the way of e- 
ſcape, it is ſilent and dumb: It affords many motives for 
exciting deſires after God; but it ſhews not the way to 
get theſe deſires ſatisfied. ' Here in the text is an vbje&t 
which gives us better intelligence. It directs us not 
merely to ſeek by feeling in the dark (Acts xvii. 27.) if 
haply we may find, but to ſeek him ſo, as certainly to 
find him. Unlikely doctrine to a carnal mind's That there 
ſhould be more of God's glory manifeſted to us in the 
face of Chriſt crucified, than in the face of heaven and 
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earth; the face of Chriſt, in which ſenſe diſcovers no- 
thing but marks of pain and diſgrace z that bloated, man- 
gled viſage, red with gore, covered with marks of ſcorn; 
ſwelled with, ſtrokes, and pale with death, that would 
be the laſt object in which the carnal mind would ſeek 
to ſee the glory of the God of life; a viſage clouded with 
the horror of death, it wonld with more pleaſure and ad- 
miration, view the ſame face when transfigured, and ſhin- 
ing like the ſun in its ſtrength. Divine glory ſhone in- 
deed then in a bright manner in that face on the mount; 
but not ſo brightly, as on mount Calvary : This was the 
more glorious transfiguration of the two. Though all 
the light in the world, in the ſun and ſtars were collected 
together, into one ſtupenduous maſs of light, it would 
be but darkneſs to the glory of this ſeemingly dark and 
melancholy object: For it is here, as the apoſtle expreſ- 
ſes it, 2 Cor. iii. 18. Ve all as with open face bebold 
the golry of Cod. 

Here ſhines ſpotleſs juſtice, jcomprehenGle wiſdom, 
and infinite love all at once: None of them darkens or 
eelipſes the other, every one of them gives a luſtre to 
the reſt. . They mingle their beams, and ſhine with uni- 
ted eternal {plendor : The juſt ſudge, the merciful Father, 
and the wiſe Governor. No other object gives ſuch a diſ- 
play of all theſe perfections, yea all the objects we know, 
give not ſuch a diſplay of any one of them. No where 
does juſtice, appear ſo awful, mercy ſo amiable, or wiſ- 
dom ſo profound. | 

By the infinite dignity of Chriſt's perſon, his croſs 
gives more honour and glory to the law. and juſtice of 
God, than all the other ſufferings chat ever were or will 
| be endured in the world. When the apoſtle is ſpeaking 
to the Romans, of the goſpel, he does not tell them on- 
ly of God's mercy, but alſo of his juſtice revealed by it. 
Rom, i. 18. God's wrath againſt the unrighteouſneſs of 
uu 1s e revealed by the 8 and * 
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ings of Chriſt. The Lord was pleaſed for his righteouſ- 
nels ſake, Iſa. xlii. 21. Both by requiring and appointing 
that righteouſneſs, he magnified the law and made it ho- 
nourable : And though that righteouſneſs confiſts in 0- 
bedience and ſufferings which continue for a time, yet 
fince the remembrance of them will continue for ever, 
the croſs of Chriſt may be ſaid to give eternal majeſty 
and honour to that law which it ſatisfied, that awful 
law, by which the univerſe (which is God's kingdom) 
is governed, to- which the prineipalities and powers pf 
heaven are ſubject ; that law, which in condemning ſin 
baniſhed the devil, and his angels from heaven, our firſt 
parents from paradiſe, and peace from the earth. Conſi- 
dering therefore, that God is the Judge and Lawgiver of 
the world, it is plain that his glory ſhines with unſpeak- 
able brightneſs | in the croſs of Chriſt, as the puniſhment 
of fin. But this is the very thing that hinders the lo- 
vers of ſin from acknowledying the glory of the croſs x 
becauſe it ſhews ſo much of God's Mtred of what they 
love. It would be uſeful for removing ſuch prejudices, 
to conſider, that though Chriſt's ſacrifice ſhews the pu- 
niſliment of ſin, yet if we embrace that ſacrifice, it only 
ſhews it to us; it takes it off our hands, it leaves us no 
more to do with it: And ſurely the beholding our dan- 
ger, when we behold it as prevented, ſerves rather to 
encreaſe than leſſen our joy; by ſeeing the greatneſs of 
our danger, we ſee the greatneſs of our deliverance. The 
crols of Chriſt diſplays the glory of infinite Juſtice, but 
not of juſtice only. 

Here ſhines chiefly the glory of infinite mercy. No- 
thing in the world more lovely or gtorious, than love 
and goodneſs itſelf, and this is the greateſt inſtance of it 
that can be conceived. God's goodneſs appears in all his 
works; this is a principal part of the glory of the crea- 
tion. We are taught to conſider this lower world as a 
convenient habitation, built for man to dwell in; but, 
to allude to the apoſtle's expreſſion, Heb, iii. 3. this 
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gift weare ſpeaking of, ſhould be accounted-more wor- 
thy of honour than the world, in as much as he who 
hath built the houſe hath more honour than the houſe. 

When- God gave us his Son, he gave us an- infinitely 
greater gift than the world ; the Creator is infinitely more 
glorious than the creature, and the Son of God is the 
Creator of ali things. God can make innumerable worlds 
by the word of his mouth; he has but one only Son, and 
he ſpared not his only: Son, but gave him to the death 
of the croſs for us all, 

God's love to his people is from everlaſting to ever- 
laſting : But ſrom everlaſting to everlaſting there is no 
manifeſtation of it known, or conceiveable by us, that 
can be compared to this. The light of the ſun js always 
the ſame, but it ſhines brighteſt to us at noon : The croſs 
of Chriſt was the noon-tide of eyerlaſting love; the me- 
ridian ſplendor of eternal mercy ; there were many 
bright manifeſtations of the ſame love before, but they 
were like the light of the_morning, that ſhines more and 
more unto the perfect day; and that perfect day was 
when Chriſt, was on the croſs, when darkneſs covered 
all the land. 

Compariſons can give but a very imperfect view of 
this love which paſſeth knowledge: Though we ſhould 
ſuppoſe. all the love of all the men that ever were, or ſhall 
be on the earth, and all the love of the angels in heaven, 
united in one heart, it would be but a cold heart to that 
which was pierced with the ſoldiers ſpear. 'The Jews 
ſaw but blood and water, but faith can diſcern a bright 
ocean of eternal love flowing out of theſe wounds. We 
may have ſome impreſſion of the glory of it, by conſider- 
ing its effects; we ſhould conſider all the ſpiritual and 
eternal bleſſings, received by God's people for four thou- 
ſand years before Chriſt was crucified, or that have been 
received ſince, or that will be received till the conſumma- 
tion of all things; all the deliverances from eternal mi- 
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fery ; all the oceans of joy in heaven; the riyers of wa. 
ter of life, to be enjoyed to all eternity, by multitudes as 
the ſand of the ſea ſhore. We ſhould conſider all theſe 
bleſſings as flowing from that love, 1 was diſplayed in 
the croſs of Chriſt. 

Here ſhines alſo the glory of the Peelend wiſ- 
dom of God, which conſiſts in promoting the beſt ends 
by the fitteſt means. The-ends of the croſs: are beſt in 
themſelves, and the beſt for us that can be conceived ; 
the glory of God, and the good of man: And the means 
by which it advances theſe ends, are ſo fit and ſuitable, 
that the infinite depth of contrivances in them will be 
the admiration of the univerſe to eternity. 

It is an ealy thing to conceive tlie glory of the Crea · 
tor manifeſted in the good of an innocent creature; but 
the glory of the righteous Judge manifeſted in the good 
of the guilty criminal, is the peculiar myſterious wiſdom 
of the crofs. It is eaſy to conceive God's righteouſneſs 
declared in the puniſhment of ſins; the Crofs alone de- 
clares his righteouſneſs in the remiſſion of fins (Rom. iii. 
25.) It magnifies juſtice in the way of pardoning fin, 
and mercy in the way of puniſhing it. It ſhews juſtice 
more awful than if mercy had been excluded, and mer- 
cy more amiable than if juſtice had been diſpenſed with; 
It magnifies the law, and makes it Honourable, (Iſa. xlii. 
21.) It magnifies the criminal who broke the law; and 
the reſpect put upon the law makes him honourable like- 
wiſe, (1 Cor. ii. 7.) Yea, this is ſo contrived, that eve- 
ry honour done to the criminal is an honour done to the 
law, and all the reſpect put upon the law puts reſpect 
alſo on the criminal; for every bleſſing the ſinner re- 
ceives, is for the ſake of obedience and fatisfattion made 
to the law, not by himfelf, but by anorher, who could 
put infinitely greater dignity on the Jaw : And the ſatis- 
faction of that other for the ſinner, puts the greateſt dig- 
nity on him that he is ”"_ of. Both the la and the 
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ſinner may glory in Ihe Crofs of Chriſt. Both of them r re- 
ceive eternal honour and glory by it. | 

Te glories that are found ſeparately in the Aer 
works of God, are found united here. The joys of hea- 
ven glorify God's goodneſs, the pains of hell glorify his 
juſtice; the croſs of Chriſt glorifies both of them in a 
more remarkable manner than heaven or hell glorifies any 
of them. There is more remarkable hononr done to the 
juſtice of God by the ſufferings of Chriſt, than by the 
torments of devils ; and there is a more remarkable diſ- 
play of the goodneſs of God, in the redemption of ſin- 
ners, thau in the joy of angels : So that we can conceive 
no object, in which we can diſcover ſuch manifold wiſ- 
dom, or fo deep contrivance for adyancing the glory of 
God. 

The like may be ſaid of its contrivance for the good 
of man. It heals all his diſeaſes, it pardons all his fins, 
(Pſal. ciii.) It is the ſacrifice that removes the guilt of 
fin; it is the motive that removes the love of ſin; it 
mortilies ſin and expiates it. It atones for diſobedience, 
it excites to obedience z it purchaſes ſtrength for obedi- 
ence, it makes obedience practicable, it makes it delight- 
ful, it makes it acceptable, it makes it in a manner un- 
avoidable, it conſtrains to it, 2 Cor. v. 14. It is not only 
the motive to obedience, but the pattern of it. It ſatis- 
fies the curſe of the law, and futfills the commands of it. 
Love is the fulfilling of the law, the ſum of which is the 
love of God and of our neighbour. The crols of Chriſt 
is the higheſt inſtance of both : Chriſt's ſufferings are to 
be conſidered as actions: Never action gave ſuch glory 
to God, never action did ſuch good to man: And it is 
the way to ſhew our love to, God and man, by promot- 
ing the glory of the ane, and the good of the other. 

Thus the ſufferings of Chriſt teach us our duty, by that 
love whence they flowed, and that good for which they | 
were deſigned; But they teach us, not only by the de- 


— 20 J 


ſign of them, but alſo by the manner of his undergoing 
them. Submiſſion to God, and forgiveneſs of our ene- 
mies, are two of the. moſt difficult duties; the former is 
one of the chief expreſſions of love to God, and the lat- 
ter of love to man; but the higheſt ſubmiſſion is, when * 
perſon ſubmits to ſuflering, though free of guilt ; 

the higheſt forgiveneſs i is, to forgive our La Ae e- 
ſpecially if the murderers were perſons ho Were obliged 
to us ; as if a perſon not only ſhould forgive them who 
took away his life, eyen though they owed him their own 
life, but alſo deſire others to forgive them, pray for them, 
and as much as poſlib!e excuſe them. This was the man- 
ner of Chriſt's bearing his ſufferings ; Father, thy will be 
done ; and, N forgive them, for they know not Wat 
they do. 

Thus we ſee how fit a mean the Croſs is for promoting 
the beſt ends, for juſtification and fantification : It would 
be too long to inſiſt here in ſhewing its manifold fitneſs, 
for promoting allo j joy and peace here, and everlaſting 
happineſs hereafter : For no doubt, it will be a great 
part of the future happineſs, to remember the way it was 
purchaſed, and to ſee the Lamb that was ſlain, at the 
right hand of him that gave him for that end. The 
things already adduced ſhew that the incomprehenſible 
wiſdom of God is gloriouſly diſplayed in the croſs of | 
Chriſt, becauſe it hath ſuch amazing contrivance in it for 
advancing the good of man, as well as the glory of God: 
For that is the deſign of it, to ſhew the glory of God, 
and good-will towards man. 

But it is not only the glory of divine Wiſdom that 
ſhines in this bleſſed object, but alſo the glory of divine 
power. This to them who know not Chriſt is no ſmall 
paradox: But to them who believe, Chrift crucified, is the 
wiſdom of God and the power of God, (1 Cor. i. 24.) The 
Jews thought Chriſt's crucifixion a "3emonſtration of his 
want of Power; 3 hence they v upbraided im, has he who 
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wrought ſo many imiractes, ſuffered himſelf to-hang on 
the croſs: But this itſelf was the greateſt miracle of all. 
They aſked, Why he who ſaved others, ſaved not him- 
ſelf? they ale the reaſon without taking heed to it ; 
that was the very reaſon why at that time he ſaved — | 
himſelf, becauſe he ſaved others; becauſe he was willing 
and able to ſave others: The motive of his enduring the 
croſs was powerful, divine love, ſtronger than death; 
the fruits of it powerful, divine grace, the power of 
God to ſalvation, (Rom. i, 16.) making new creatures, 
raiſing ſouls from the dead; theſe are acts of 'Omnipo- 
tence, We are ready to admire chiefly the power of 
God in the viſible world, but the ſoul of man is a far no- 
bler creature than it : We juſtly admire the power of the 
Creator in the motion of the heavenly bodies, but the 
motion of ſouls towards God as their centre, is far more 
glorious; the effects of the ſame ee far more emi- 
nent, and far more laſting. 99 0 FL 
The wounds of Chriſt ſeemed effects of aided but: 
it is eaſy to obſerve. incomparable ſtrength: appearing in 
them: We ſhould confider what it was that bruiſed him; 
He.was bruiſed for our iniquities : The ſcriptures repre- 
ſents them (Ila. liii.) as a great burden ; and deſcribes us 
all lying helpleſs under it, as a people laden with iniqui- 
J. Chriſt bore our fins. in his own body on rhe tree; 
de bore our griefs, and carried our ſorrows ; not theſe 
we feel here only, but thoſe we deſerved to feel hereaf · 
ter: We ſhould conſider who laid this burden on him; 
The Lord laid on him the iniquities of us all (Uſa, liii. 6.) 
We might well ſay with Cain, our puniſhment was more 
than we were able to bear: this might be ſaid to every 
one of us apart ; but it was not the ſins of one that lie 
bore, he bore the ſins of many, of multitudes as the ſand 
on the ſea ſhore, and the ſins of every one of them, as 


numerous, This was the ee 158 moſt terrible 
weight in the World. | 
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The curſe of the law was a weiglit ſufficient to cruſh 
2 world. They wLo firſt brouglit it on themſelves found 
it ſo; It ſunk legions of angels, who excell in ſtrength, 
when they had abuſed that ſtrength againſt the law, from 

the heaven of heavens, to the bottomleſs pit. The ſame 
weight that had cruſhed rebel an gels, threatened man 
for joining with them. Before man could bear it; before 
any perſon. could have his own proportion of it, it beho- 
ved, as it were, to be. divided into numberleſs parcels : 

Man, after numberleſ$&ages, would have born but a ſinall 

part of it; The: wrath to come, would have been always 
wrath to come, to all eternity; there would have been 
Nill infinitely more to bear. Chriſt only had ſtrength to 
bear it all to bear it all, in a manner at once, to bear it 
all, alone: None of the people were with him; our bur- 
den, and our help was laid on One who was mighty: 
And his bearing it, Was a glorious manifeſtation of his 
might, of the nobleſt kind of a that he was migbiy 
ts ſaue. 

It is true, G 1 braiſed: him; but we would not 
be ſurpriſed at thar, if we conſidered the dreadfulneſs of 
the ſhock. ' Conld-we ceneeive the weight of eternal jal⸗ 
rice, ready to fall down, like lightning, h violence 
upon a world of malefactors, and view bak body 
interpoſed bet wixt the load of wrath from abdve, and the 
heirs of - wrath below, we would not wonder at theſe 
bruiſes, we would not defpile them. We ſhould conſider 
the event, had that wrath fallen lower ; ; had 1 it met with 
no obltacle, i it would have made havock of another kindz 
this world would have been worſe than a chaos, and 
been covered with the diſmal effects of vindictive {apo 
and divine righteous vengeance.” | . 

Although his ſacred fleſh was both mangled and mar- 
red with that diſmal load, yet we ſhould conſider that it 
ſuſtained it. Here Was incomparable ſtrength, that it 
ſuſtained that ſhock which would have grinded mankind 
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into powder; and he ſuſtained it (as was ſaid before) a- 
lone. He let no part of it fall lower: They who take 
fanctuary under this bleſſed covert, are ſo ſafe, that they 
have no more to do with that load of wrath but to look 
to it, John iii. 14. To allude to the Pſalmiſt's expreſ- 

ſions, Pſal. xci. 7, 8. It ſhall not come nigh them, only 
with their eyes they ſhall behold, and fee the reward of 
their wickedneſs ; but they ſhall fee it given to the righ- 
teous One: And all that in effect is left to them in this 
matter, is by faith to loo and behold what a load of ven- 
geance was hovering over their guilty heads, and how 
that guiltleſs and ſpotleſs body interpoſed ; they'll ſee it 
cruſhed at a {ad rate: But it is the end of the conflict, 
that ſhews on what ſide the victory is; in that dreadful 
ſtruggle, Chriſt's body was brought as low as the grave: 
But though the righteous fall, he riſes again. Death Was 
undermoſt in the ſtruggle, 1 Cor. xv. 27. it as Chriſt 
that conquered \ in falling, and compleated the conqueſt in 
riſing. The cauſe, deſign and effects of theſe wounds, 
ſhew incomparable power and ſtrengthappearing in them; 
the ſame firength appeared in his behaviour under them, 
and the manner in which he bore them, we fee in the 
hiſtory of his death. He bore them with patience, and 
with pity and compaſſion towards others. A {mall part 
of his ſfortow* would have cruſhed: the ſtrongeſt ſpirit on 
earth, to death, The conſtitution of man is not able to 
bear too great violence of joy or grief: Either the one 
or the other is ſufficient to unhinge our frame. Chriſt's 
griefs were abſolutely emp, but his ee was 
a match for them 

Theſe conſiderations ſerve to Wer chat it is the . TEN 

eſt ftopidiry; to have diminiſhing thoughts of the wounds 
of the Redeemier ?/ yet, becauſe this has been the ſtum- 
bling-block to the Jews, and fooliſhnels to the Gentiles, ; 
and many profeſſing Chriſtians have not ſuitable impreſ- 
ſions of it, it is proper” to confer this ſubject. #littls 
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more particularly. It is uſeful to obſerve how the Scrip- 
ture repreſents the whole of Chriſt's humiliation as one 
great action, by which he defeated the enemies of God 
and man, and founded a glorious everlaſting monarchy : 
The prophets, and particularly the Pſalmiſt, ſpeak fo 
much of Chriſt, as a powerful conqueror, whoſe enemies 
were to be made his footſtool, that the Jews do ſtill con- 
tend that their Meſſiah is to be a powerful temporal 
prince, and a great fighter of battles, one who is to ſub- 
due their enemies by fire and ſword, and by whom they 
themſelves are to be raiſed above all the nations of the 
world, If pride and the love of earthly things did not 
blind them, it were eaſy to {ee that the deſcriptions of 
the prophets are vaſtly too high, to be capable of ſo low 
a meaning : This will be evident by taking a ſhort view 
of them; which at the ſame time will ſhew the glory of 
that great action juſt now ſpoken of, by ſhewing the 
greatneſs of the deſign and the effects of it. 

The prophets oft-times ſpeak more expreſly of the Meſ- 
ſias as a great King, which is a name of the greateſt earth- 
ly dignity. The hand of Pilate was over-ruled to cauſe 
write that title of honour even on his croſs. The glory 
of the kingdom that he was to found, is repreſented i in 
very magnificent expreſſions by the prophet Daniel, chap. 
ii. 35 and 45 verſes, and chap. vii. 9, 10, 13, 14 verſes. 
Here are lively repreſentations of unparalleled greatneſs, 
an everlaſting kingdom to be founded, ſtrong obſtacles to 
be removed, powerful enemies to be defeated, 

It is uſeful tz obſerve the Univerſal Importance of this 
deſign : No part of the univerſe was unconcerned in it. 
The glory of the Creator was eminently to be diſplay- 
ed, all the divine perſons were to be gloriouſly manifeſt- | 
ed, the divine attributes to be magnified, the divine works 
and ways to be honoured ; the earth was to be redeem- 
ed, hell conquered, heaven purchaſed, the law to be 
magnified and eſtabliſhed, Iſa. xIii. 21. Its command. 
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ments to be fulfilled, its curſe to be ſuffered, the law was 
to be ſatisfied, and the criminal that broke it be ſaved, 
and his tempter and accuſer, to be deſeated; the head 
of the old ſerpent was to be bruiſed, his works to be de- 
ſtroyed, and the principalities and powers of darkneſs to 
be ſpoiled, and triumphed over openly, Col. ji. 13. The 
principalities and powers of heaven were to receive new 
matter of everlaſting Hallelujahs, arid new companions 
to join in them; the fallen angels were to loſe their old 
ſubjects, and the bleſſed angels to receive new fellow-ci- - 
tizens : No wonder this is called the making a new hea- 
ven, and a new earth; and even the face of hell was to 
be altered. Surely a more glorious deſign cannot be con- 
trived; and the more we conſider it, the more we may 
ſee the greatneſs of the action, that accompliſhed it. 

As the deſign was great, the preparations were ſolemn. 
The ſtage of it was to be this earth; it was chiefly con- 
cerned in it: It was ſolemnly prepared for it. This is 
the view given us of the providences that preceded it: 
they fitted the ſtage of the world, for the great event, in 
the fulneſs of time. If we ſaw clearly the whole chain 
of them, we would ſee how they pointed towards this as 
their center, and how they contributed to honour it, or 
rather it reflected the greateſt honour upon them. The 
forecired propheſies in Daniel, beſides ſeveral others, are 
inſtances of this : They ſhew how the great revolutions 
in the heathen world were ſubſervient to this deſign, par- 
ticularly the ſucceſſion of the four monarchies repreſented 
in Nebuchadnezzar's dream: Their riſe and overthrow, 
were ſubſervient to the riſe of this monarchy, never to 
be overthrown. 

We ſee but a ſmall part of the chain of providence, | 
and even that very darkly: But this perhaps is worth 
the obſerving briefly, that univerſal empire came gradu- 
ally from the eaſtern to the weſtern parts of the world, 
from the Aſſyrians and Perſians, to the Greeks and Ro- 
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wans: By this means greater communication and corre- 
ſpondence than formerly was opened up between diſtant 
nations of the earth, ſrom the riſing to the ſetting of 
the ſun. The kingdom, repreſented by the ſtone cut out 
of the mountain, was to extend to both : Dan. ii. 34, 
33- However we think of this, it is certain, that if we 
jaw the plot of providence unfolded, we would ſee theſe 
and other revolutions, contributing to the fulneſs of times, 
and adjuſting the world to that ſtate and form of things, 
that was fitteſt for the Redcemer's appearance. 

Theſe were a part of the preparations for the work 
in view; but they were but a part of them: For all the - 
ſacrifices offered every morning and evening for ſo many 
ages, were Preparations for it, and ſhadows of it: The 
ſame may be ſaid of other figures and types. The church 
of God for four thouſand years, waited with longing 
looks for this ſalvation of the Lord: They were refreſh- 
ed with the ſacrifices that prefigured it : The heathens 
themſelves had their ſacrifices ; They had ſinfully loſt the 
tradition of the true religion and the Meſſiah, handed 
down from Noah; yet Providence ordered it fo, that 
they did not wholly loſe the rite of ſacrificing. There is 
reaſon to acknowledge a particular providence preſerving 
tradition in this point; for how otherwiſe could it enter 
into men's heads, to ſerve their gods by ſacrificing their 

beaſts? It was uſeful that the world ſhould not be en- 
tirely unacquainted with the notion of a acrifice ; the 
ſybſtitution of the innocent in the room ol the guilty, all 
pointed towards this great oblation which was to make 
all others to ceaſe. The predictions of the prophets. in 
different ages, from Moſes to Malachy, were alſo pre- 
parations for this great eyent. John the Baptiſt appear- 
ed as the morning-ſtar, the harbinger of the Day-ſpring . 
from on high : It was his particular office to prepare the 
way of the Lord before him. The evidence of the pro- 
phelies was bright the Jews fl ſaw the time approaching 3 
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their expectations were big. "Counterfeit Meſſiah took 
advantage of it; and not only the ſews, but even the 
heathens, probably by report from them, had a notion 
of an incomparably great perſon who was to appear a- 
bout that time: Theke, befides many other great things, 
ſerve to ſhew what glorious preparations and pomp went 
before the great work we are ſpeaking of. 

Here it may perhaps occur to ſome, that it is ſtrange, 
an action that had ſuch great preparations before it hap- 
pened, was ſo little obſerved when it did happen. Strict- 
iy ſpeaking, this was not true: It was not much noticed 
indeed among blind and ignorant men; this was fore- 
told; but it had a noble theatre, the whole univerſe were 
in effect ſpectators of it. The ſcripture teacheth us to 
reflect on this; particularly, to conſider the principalities 
and powers in heavenly places, as attentive onlookers on 
this glorious performance: We may infer this Gude 
dther ſcriptures) from Eph. iii. 10. 

The morning: ſtars ſhonted for joy, and ſang together 
at the old creation, Job xXXViil. 7. This was a new 
creation to ſing at, a more amaſing ſpectacle than the 
old + In that, the Son of God acted in the form of God; 
now, he was to act in the low form of a ſervant. Nor 
was that the loweſt part of it; he was to fuffer in the 
form of à criminal: The Judge in the form of a male- 
factor; the Law-giver in the room of the rebel. The 
creation was a mean theatre for ſo great an event, and 
che nobleſt creatures unworthy judges of ſuch an incom- 
prehenſible performance; its true, glory was the appro- 
bation of its infinite eontriver, and that He, at whoſe 
command it was done, was fully well pleaſed with it. 

Vet to us, on whoſe natures example has ſo much in- 
fluence, it may be uſeful to conſider that honourable 
croud of admirers and ſpectators that this performance 
had, and to reflect how heaven beheld with veneration, 
What was treated on earth with contempt; it was 2 
C2 
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large theatre, multitudes as ſand on the ſea-ſhore, a glo- 
rious company. In ſcripture, angels, in compariſon of 
men, are called gods: We are not ſenſible of their glory, 
which ſtruck prophets almoſt dead with fear, and tempt- 
ed an apoſtle to idolatry ; but theſe, when the firſt-be- 
gotten 1s brought into the world, (Heb. i. 6. compared 
with Pſalm xcvii. 7.) all theſe gods are commanded to 
worlhip him; the place of ſcripture where angels are 
called gods, is the place where they are commanded to 
worſhjp Chriſt : And according to the ſame apoſtle, Heb. 
1. 6. it was a ſpecial time of his-receiving this glory from 
the hoſts of heaven, when his glory was to be vailed a- 
mong the inhabitants of the earth. It is evident that they 
were ſpectators of all that he did in that Nate, and no 
doubt they were attentive ſpectators ; they defired to 
look, as it were, with outſtretched necks into theſe 
things, 1 Pet. i. 12. nor could they be unconcerned ſpec- 
tators : They were on divers accounts intereſted in it: 
They did not need a redemption themſelves ; but they 
delighted in ours : 'They loved Chriſt, and they loved his 
people : Their love intereſted them in the glory of the 
one and the other. All we know of their work and of- 
fice, as Luther expreſſes it, is to ſing in heaven, and mi- 
niſter on earth; our redemption gave occaſion for both; 
they ſang for joy when it began at Chriſt's birth, Lake 
ii. 13. they went with gladneſs on meſſages of it before- 
hand, to the prophets, and to the virgin Mary: They 
fed Chriſt in the deſart, they attended him in his agony, 
and at his reſurrection, and accompanied him, at his aſ- 
cenſion: They were concerned to look into theſe things 
in time, that were to be remembered to all eternity; and 
into that perfermance on earth that was to- be the matter 
of eternal Hallelujahs in heaven. 4 

It ſhould not therefore hinder our eſteem of this great 
work, that the great men on earth took no notice of it: 
They were but mean, blind, ignorant, vulgar, compared 
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to theſe powers and thrones juſt now mentioned, who 
beheld it with veneration : It is no diſparagement to an 
excellent performance, that it is not admired by ignorant 
perſons who do not underſtand it. 

The principalities in heaven underſtood, and thereſore 
admired ; nor were the principalities and powers of dark- 
neſs wholly ignorant of it: Their example ſhould not be 
a patern to us; but, what they beheld with anguiſh, 


we ſhoutd behold with tranſport. Their plot was to make 


the earth, if poſſible, a province of hell; they had heard 
of that glorious counterplot ; they were alarmed at the 
harbingers of it; they looked on, and faw their plot ſtep 
by ſtep defeated, and the projects of eternal mercy go- 
ing on. All the univerſe therefore were intereſted on- 
lookers at this bleſſed undertaking : Heaven looked on 


with joy, and hell with terror, to obſerye the event of 


an enterprize that was contrived from everlaſting, ex- 
pected ſince the fall of man, and that was to be celebra- 
ted to all eternity. 

Thus we have before us ſeveral things that ſhew the 
glory of the performance in view: The deſign, of uni- 
verſal importance; the preparation, incomparably ſo- 
lemn; a company of the moſt honourable attentive 
ſpectators. As to the performance itſelf, its plain it is 
not a ſubject for the tongues of men; the tongues of men 
are not for a ſubject above the thoughts of angels; they 
are but deſiring to look into it, they have not ſeen ſully 
through it: that is the work of eternity. Men may 
ſpeak and write of it, but it is not ſo proper to deſcribe 
it, as to tell that it cannot be deſcribed: We may write 
about it, but if all its glory were deſcribed, the world 
would not contain its books, John xxi. 25. we may 


ſpeak of it, but the moſt we can ſay about it, is to ſay 


that it is N and the moſt we Low | is that it 
paſſeth knowledge: It is he that performed this work, 
| that « can truly declare it : It is he who contrived; thar 
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can deſcribe it. It is he who knows it. None knows 
the Father but the Son, or he to whom he ſhall reveal 
him. It is from him we ſhould ſeek this knowledge, 
Eph. i. 17. what of it is to be had here, is but in part, 
1 Cor. Xili, 9. but it leads us to the place where it will 
be perfect. Here we think as children, we ſpeak as child- 
ren: Yet we are not therefore to neglect thinking or 
ſpeaking of it; our thoughts are uſeleſs without con- 
templating it, our ſpeech uſeleſs without praiſing it: The 
reſt of the hiſtory of the world, except as it relates to 
this, is but a hiſtory of trifles or confuſions, dreams and 
vapours of ſick-brained men. What we can know of it 
here; is but little; but that little, incomparably tran- 
{cends all other knowledge : And all other earthly things 
are but loſs and dung to it, Phil. iii. 8. and 11, The 
leaſt we can do, is with the angels to deſire to look into 
theſe things, and we ſhould put up theſe defires to him, 
who can ſatisfy them, that he may ſhine in our hearts, 
by the light of the knowledge of the glory of God, 2 
Cor. iv. 6. The true object of this knowledge, is the glo- 
ry of God; the means of obtaining it, is light ſhining 
from God ; and as to the place into which it ſhines, it 
is into our hearts: We are therefore to deſire that light 
from him who is light itſelf ; but our prayers ſhould be 
joined with other means; particularly that meditation, 
which Pau! recommends to Timothy, 1 Tim. iv. 15. 
we oupht to meditate on theſe things ſo as to give our- 
{elves wholly to them: Our meditation ſhould be as live- 
ly, and as like to ſeeing the object before us, as poſitble + 
But it is not by ſtrength of imagination that the ſoul is 
profited in this caſe, but by having the eyes of the under- 
ſtanding enlightened, Eph. i. 18. 

The makers and worſhippers of images pretend to help 
us in this matter, by pictures preſented to the eye of the 
body: But it is not the eye of ſenſe or force of imagina- 
tion, but the eye of faith that can give us true notions 
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and right conceptions of this object, 2 Cor. v. 16. Men 
may paint Chriſt's out ward ſuffering, but not that inward 


excellency from whence their virtue flowed, viz. his 


glory in himſelf, and his goodneſs to us. Men may paint 
one crucified, but how can that diſtinguiſh the Saviour 
from the criminals? On each ſide of him we may paint 
his hands and his feet fixed to the croſs, but who can 
Paint how theſe hands ufed always to be ſtretched forth 
for relieving the afflicted, and curing the diſeaſed ? or 
how theſe feet went always about doing good; and how 
they cure more diſeaſes, and do more good now than e- 
ver? We may paint the outward appearance of his {uf- 
ferings, but not the inward bitterneſs or inviſible cauſes 
of them: Men can paint the curſed tree, but not the 
curſe of the law that made it ſo : Men can paint Chriſt 
bearing the croſs to Calvary, but not Chriſt bearing the 
ſins of many: We may deſcribe the nails piercing his 
ſacred fleſh, but who can deſcribe eternal juſtice piercing 
both fleſh and ſpirit ? We may deſcribe the ſoldier's ſpear, 
but not the arrows of the Almighty ; the cup of vinegar 
which he but taſted, but not the cup of wrath which he 
drank out to the loweſt dregs ; the deriſion of the Jews, 
but not the deſertion of the Almighty forſaking his Son, 
that he might never forſake us who were his enemies. 
Theſe ſorrows he ſuffered, and the benefits he purcha- 
ſed, are equally beyond deſcription. Though we deſcribe 
his hands and Bis feet mangled and pierced, who can 
deſcribe, how in one hand, as it were, he graſped mul- 
titudes of ſouls ready to fink into ruin, and in the other 
hand an everlaſting inheritance to give them; or how 
theſe bruiſed feet cruſhed the old ſerpent's head, and 
trampled on death and hell, and fin, the author of both. 
We may deſcribe the blood ifluing from his body, but 
not the waters of life ſtreaming from the ſame ſource, 
oceans of ſpiritual and eternal bleſſings : We may paint 
how that blood covered his own body, but not how it 
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ſprinkles the ſouls of others, yea ſprinkles many nations : 
We may paint the crown of thorns he wore, but not the 
crown of glory he purchaſed, Happy were it for us if 
our faith had as lively views of this object, as our ima- 
ginations oft-tines have of incortiparably leſs iriportarrt 
objects, then would the pale face of our Saviour ſhew 
more powerful attractives than all the brighteſt objects in 
nature beſides. Notwithftanding of the gloomy aſpect 
of death, it would diſcover ſuch tranſcenderit majeſty as 
would mike all the glory in the world loſe its reliſh with 
us; we would ſee then indeed the awful frowns of juf- 
tice, but theſe frowns are not at us, but at our enemies, 
our murderers, that is, our fins. The crofs ſhew Chriſt's 
pitying his own murderers, but ſhews no pity to our, 
murderers ; therefore we may ſee the majeſty of eternal 
juſtice tempered with the mildneſa of infinite compaſ- 
ſion : Infinite pity is an object worth locking to, eſpe- 
cially by creatures in diſtreſs and danger; their death 
doth appear in ſtate, as the executioner of the law, but 
there he appears alſo deprived of his ſting with regard 
to us: There we may hear alſo the ſweeteſt melody in 
the world to the awakened ſinner ; that peace-ſpeaking 
blood, that ſpeaks better things than that of Abel; the 
{ſweeteſt and loudeſt voice in the world, louder than the 
thunder on Sinai: Its voice reacheth heaven and earth, 
pleading with God, in behalf of men, and beſeeching 
men, to be reconciled to God ; ſpeaking the moſt com- 
fortable and the moſt ſeaſonable things in the world, to 
objects in diſtreſs 40 danger, that is, /alvation and de- 
Iiveranck. 

Of the various views we can take of this bleſted work, 
this i is the moſt ſuitable, to. conſider it as the moſt glori- 
ous deliverance that ever Was or will be. Other remark- 
_ able deliverances .of God's people are conſidered as ſha- 

dows and figures of this: Moſes, Joſhua, David and Ze- 
tubabel, were types of this great Joſhua ; according to 
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his name, ſo is he Jxsus a Deliverer. The number of 
the perſons delivered, ſhew the glory of this deliverance, 
to be unparalleled ; it was but one ſingle nation that 
Moſes delivered, though indeed it was a glorious deli- 
yerance, 'Telieving ſixty thouſand at once, and a great 
deal more; but this was incomparably more extenſive : 
The apoſtle John calls the multitnde of the redeemed, a 
multitude that no man could number, (Rey. vii. 9.) of 
all nations, kindreds, people and tongues. The unpa- 
ralleled glory of this deliverance appears not only in the 
number of the delivered, but alſo in the nature of the 
deliverance. It was not mens bodies only that it deli- 
vered, but immortal ſouls, more valuable than the world, 
Matth. xvi. 26. It was not from ſuch a bondage as that 
of Egypt, but one as far beyond it, as eternal miſery is 
worſe than temporal bodily toil : So that nothing can e- 
qual the wretchedueſs of the ſtate from which they are 
delivered, but the bleſſedneſs of OOO 
brought. 79 
But here we ſhould not forget the op poſition made 2 
gainſt this deliverance: It was the greateſt that can 
withſtand any good deſign. The apoſtle (Eph. vi. 12.) 
' teaches to conſider the oppoſition of fleſh and blood, as 
far inferior to that of principalities and powers, and {pt 
ritual wickedneſs in high places : The devil is called the 
god of this world, 2 Cor. iv. 4. and himſelf and his an- 
gels, the rulers of the darkacſs of this world, Eph. vi. 12. 
They had obtained a dominion over the world, (except- 
ing that ſmall corner Judea), for many ages, by the con- 
ſent of the inhabitants. They found them not only pli- 
able, hut fond of their chains, and in love with their 
bandage. But they had heard of this intended enterpriſe 
of ſupreme power and mercy, this invaſion and deſcent 
upon their dominions : They had heard of the deſign of 
bruiſing their head, overturning their government, ma- 
king their ſlaves to revolt. Long experience had made 
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them expert in the black art of perdition; long ſucceſs 
made them confident, and their malice ſtill puſhed them 
on to oppoſition, whatever be the ſucceſs, As they were 
no doubt apprized of this deſigned deliverance, and a- 
larmed at the ſigns of its approach, they made all pre- 
parations to oppoſe it, muſtered all their forces, employ- 
ed all their ſkill, and, as all was at ſtake, made their laſt 
efforts for a kind of deciſive engagement; they armed 
every proper inſtrument, and ſet every engine of ſpiritu- 
al deſtruction a- working; temptations, perſecutions, vio- 
lence, ſlander, treachery, counterfeit Meffiahs, and the 

Their Adverſary appeared in a form that did not ſeem 
terrible; not only 4s a man, but as one defpiſed of the 
people, Pſal. xxil. 6. accounted as à worm and Ho man: 
But this made the event more glorious: It wis a ſpecta- 
ele worth the admiration of the univerſe; to ſee the de- 
Tpiſed Galileàn turn all the artillery of hell back upon it- 
ſelf : To ſee one in the likeneſs of the Son of man; wreſt- 
ing the keys of hell and death out of the hands of the 
devil; to ſee him intangling the rulers of darknefs in 
their own nets, and making them ruin their deſigns with 
their own ſtratagems. They made one diſciple betray 
him, and another deny him; they made the Jews accuſe 
him, and the Romans crucify him: But the wonderful 
Counſellor was more than match for the old ſerpent; 
and the Lion of the tribe of Judah too hard for the roar- 
ing lion. The devices of theſe powers of darkneſs were 
in the event made means of ſpoiling and triumphing 
over themſelves, Col. ii. 15. The greateſt cruelty of de- 
vils, and their inſtruments, was made Tubfervient' to the 
deſigns of the infinite mercy of God; and thar hideous 
fin of the fons of men, over-ruled in à perfectly holy 
manner, for making an end of fin, and bringing in ever- 
laſting righteouſneſs, Dan. ix. 24. The oppoſition made 
to this deliverance, did but advance its glory, particular- 
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ly the oppoſition it met with ſrom theſe for whoſe good 
it was intended, that is, ſinners themſelves; this ſerved. 
to enhance the glory of myſterious long lufering and 
mercy. 

It would take a long time to inſiſt on all the oppoſi- 
tion be met with, both from the enemies of ſinners, and 
from ſinners themſelyes ; but at laſt he weathered the 
ſtorm, ſurmounted difficulties, led captivity captive, ob- 
tained a perfect conqueſt, purchaſed an eyerlaſſ ing inhe- 
the croſs, died with the publiſhing his victory in his 
mouth, That it is finiſhed. 

The world is repreſented as ſilent before the Lord, 
* hen he roſe up to work this great deliverance. And, 
as was ſhewn before, no part of the world was uncon- 
cerned in it: the expectation was. great, but the per- 
formance could not but ſurpals it : Every part of it Was 
perfect, and every circumſtance graceful ; nothing defi- 
cient, nothing ſuperfluous, nothing but what became the 
dignity of the perſon, and the eternal wiſdom of the con- 
trivance. Every thing was ſuited to the glorious deſign, 
and all the means proportioned to the end. The founda- 
tion of the everlaſting kingdom was laid, before it was 
obſerved by the men that oppoſed it, and ſo laid that it 
was impoſlible for the gates of hell to prevail againſt it; 
all things adjuſted for compleating the deliyerance, and 
for ſecuring jt againſt all endeayours and attempts to 
overturn. it. The great, Deliverer. | in that low diſguiſe, 
wrought through his deſign, ſo as none could oppole it 
without adyancing it, to the full ſatisfaction of that in- 
finite wiſdom that dev iſed it, and the eternal admiration 

of the creatures that he held it. 6 

The Father was well pleaſed, heaven and earth re- 
joiced, and was aſtoniſhed ; the powers of hell fell down 
like lightning: In heaven, loud acclamations and ap- 


plauſes, and new ſongs of praiſes began that are not end- 
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ed yet, and never will ; they will ſtill encreaſe ; ſtill new 
redeemed criminals: from earth, ſaved from the gates of 
hell, and entering the gates of heaven, with a new ſong 
of praiſe in their mouths, add to the ever growing me- 
lody, of which they ſhall never weary ; for that is their 

reſt, their labour of love, never to reſt, day nor night, 

giving praiſe and glory to him that fits on the throne, 

and to the Lamb at his right hand, who redeemed them 

from all nations and tongues, waſhing them from their 

ſins in his own blood, and d gere them kings and prieſts 

unto God. 

But ſtill an objection may be made concerning the lit- 
tle honour and reſpect this work met with on earth, 
where it was performed. This, duly conſidered, inſtead 
of being an objection, is a commendation of it. Sin had 
ſo corrupted the taſte of mankind, that it had been a kind 
of reflection on this work, if it had ſuited it: Herein the 
beauty of it appears, that it was above that depraved, 
wretched taſte which it was deſigned to cure; and that 
it did actually work that change on irmumerable multi- 
tudes of nations. 

If the croſs of Chriſt met with ſuch contempt on earth, 
it met alſo with incomparable honour: It made the great- 
eſt revolution in the world that ever happened ſince the 
creation, or that ever will happen till Shiloh come again. 
A more glorious, a more laſting change than ever was 
produced, by all the princes and conquerors in the world: 
It conquered multitudes of ſouls, and eſtablifhed a ſove- 
reignty over men's thoughts, wills and affections: This 
was a conqueſt to which human power. hath no propor- 
tion. Perſecutors turned apoſtles: And vaſt numbers of 
Pagans, after knowing the croſs or Chriſt, ſuffered death 
and torments chearfully to honour it. The growing | 
light ſhone from Eaſt to Wet ; and' oppoſition was not . 
only uſeleſs, but ſubſervient to it. The changes it pro- 
duced, are ſometimes deſeribed by the prophets in the 
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moſt magnificent expreſſions; thus for inſtance, Iſa. xxxv. 
7. It turned the parched grounds into pools of waters, 
made the habitations of dragons to become places of graſs, 
and reedi, and ruſhes ; madewilderneſſes to bud and bloſſom 
as the roſe. It wrought this change among us in the ut- 
moſt ifles of the Gent iles: We ought to compare our pre- 
ſent privileges with the ſtate of our forefathers before 
they knew this bleſſed object; and we will find it owing 
to the glory of the croſs of Chriſt, that we who are met 
here to-day, to, worſhip the living God in order to the 
eternal enjoyment of Him, are not worthiping ſun, 
moon, and ſtars, or facvificing to idols. 

But the chief effects of the croſs of Chriſt, and which 
ſhew molt of its glory, are its inward effects on the fouls 
of men. There, (as was before hinted) it makes a new 
creation'z Chrift is formed: in. them, the fource and the 
hope of glory: This is a glorious workmanſhip ; the 
image of God on the ſoul of man: But ſince theſe effects 
of the eroſs of Chriſt are ſecret, and the ſhame put upon 
it oft times too · public, and finee human nature is ſo much 
influenced by example; it will be uſeful to take ſuch a 
view of the honour done to this object, as may arm us 
againſt the bad: example of ſtupid. unbelievers. | 

The croſs of Chriſt is an. object of ſuch incomparable 
. brightneſs, that it ſpread a glory round it to all the na- 
tions of the earth, all the corners of the univerſe, all 
the generations of time, and all the ages of eternity. The 
greateſt actions or events that ever happened on earth, 
filled with their ſplendor and influence, but a moment 
of time, and a point of ſpace : The ſplendor of this great 
| object fills immenſity, and eternity. If we take a right 
view of its-glory, we will ſee it contemplated with at- 
tention, ſpreading influence and. attracting looks from 
times paſt, preſent, and to come: heaven, earth, and 
| hell, angels, ſaints, devils. We will ſee it to be both 
the object of the deepeſt admiration of the creatures, and: 


C 1 
the perfect approbation of the infinite Creator; we win 
tee the beſt part of mankind, the church of God for four 
thouſand years looking forward to it before it happened ; 
new generations yet unborn riſing up to admire and ho- 
nour it, in contumal ſucceſſions, till time ſhall be no 
more z innumerable multitudes of angels and' ſaints look- 
ing back to it with. holy tranſport, te the remoteſt ages 
of eternity. Other glories decay by length of time: if 
the ſplendor of this object change, it will be only by in-- 
creaſing. The viſible fun would ſpend his beams in pro- 
ceſs of time, and as it were grow dim with age; this 
object hath a rich ſtock of beams, which eternity cannot 
exhauſt: If ſaints and angels grow in knowledge, tlie 
ſplendor of this object will be ſtill increaſing ; tis unbe- 
lief that intercepts its beams; unbelief takes place only 
on earth, there is no fuch thing in heaven or in hell. It 
will be a great part of future bleſſedneſs, to remember 
the object that purchaſed it; and of future pnniſiment, 
to remember the object that offered deliverance from it; 
It will add life to the beanis of love in heaven, and make 
the flames of hell burn fiercer; its beanis will not only 
adorn the regions of light, but pierce the regions of 
darkneſs: It will be the defire of the ſaints in light, and: 
the great eye-ſore of the Prince of darkneſs and his. ſub- 
_ jets. 

Its N effects wherever it ſſrines: 
They who behold this glory are transformed into the 
tame image, 2 Cor. iii. v8. An Ethiopian may look long 
enough to the viſible ſur} before it change his black co- 
lour ; but this does it = It melts cold and. frozen hearts, 
it breaks tony hearts, it pierces adamants, it penetrates 
through thick darkneſs. How juſtly is it called marvel- 
lous light? 1 Pet. ii. 9. It gives eyes tothe blind to.look. 
to itſelf, and not only to the blind, but to the dead: It 
is the: light of liſe, a powerful light, its energy is beyond 
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ake force of thunder; and it is more mild than the dew 
en the tender graſs. | 
But it is impoſſible fully to deſcribe all its effects, un- 
leſs we could fully. reckon up all the ſpiritual and eternal 
evils it prevents, all the riches of grace and glory it pur- 
chaſes, and all the divine perſections it diſplays. It has 
this peculiar to it, that as it is full of glory itſelf, it 
communicates glory to all that behold it aright : It gives 
them a glorious robe of righteouſneſs; their God is their 
glory; it calls them. to glory and virtue; it gives them: 
the ſpirit of God and of glory; it gives them joy un- 
fpeakable and full of glory here, and an exceeding great 


and eternal weight of glory hereafter. 


It communicates. a glory to all other objects, accord- 
ing as they have any relation to it: it adorns the uni- 
verſe, it gives a luſtre to nature, and to providence: It 
is the greateſt glory of this lower world, that its Creator 
was for a while its inhabitant: A poor landlord thinks 
it a laſting honour to his cottage, that he has once lod- 
ged a Prince or Emperor: with how much more reaſon 
may our poor cottage this earth be proud of it that the 
Lord of glory was its tenant from his birth to his death, 
yea that he rejoiced in the habitable parts of it, before 
it had a beginning, even from everlaſting, Prov. viii. 31. 

It is the glory of the world that he who formed it, 
dwelt on it; of the air, that he breathed in it; of the 
ſun, that it fone on him; of the ground, that it bore 
him; of the ſea, that he walked on it; of the elements, 


that they nouriſhed him; of the waters, that they re- 


freſhed him; of us men, that he lived and died among 
us, yea that he lived and died for us; that he aſſumed 
our fleſh and blood, and carried it to the higheſt heavens, 
where it ſhines as the eternal ornament and wonder of 
the creation of God. It gives alſo a luſtre to providence : 
It is the chief event that adorns the records of time, and 
enlivens the hiſtory of the univerſe : It is the glory of the 


2. . 
a, 
_ 
E 4 ” 


1 

various great lines of providence, that they point at this 
as their center; that they prepared the way for its c 
ming; that after ſts coming tliey are ſubſexvient to the 
ends of it; though in a way indeed to us at preſent” my 
ſterious, and unfearchable : Thus we know that they ei⸗ 
ther fulfil the promiſes of the erucified Jeſus, or his 
threatenings: And ſhew either the happinths of enn 
kim of the miſery a u. * ba 
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